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Valerie Meadows-Suber: 
The Georgia Council on Developmental Disabilities, GCDD, presents Real People Close-Up, an occasional series of stories from people with developmental disabilities and their families. GCDD Real People Close-Up is a collaboration with the Georgia Council on Developmental Disabilities, StoryCorps, and The Georgia Radio Reading Service, GaRRS. 
After escaping a military coup in Ethiopia and arriving at a United States refugee camp in Sudan, Sarah Tekele speaks of the gift of her son Abraham who was born with developmental disabilities. Sarah is certain Abraham can live a good life because he was born in the United States where there are supports for children with autism. Now living in Atlanta, Sarah tells her story to GCDD Diversity Coordinator Aarti Sahgal in this GCDD Real People Close-Up.
Sarah Tekele:
In 1974 there was a major change. There was a coup – a military coup. The king was deposed so the military took over the power and was Communist. I was in high schooled and joined with a movement against this government because people were arrested, killed and many youngsters were massacred. There was “Red Terror,” they called it. 
To save my life, I ran away from that area. We had to hide sometimes because of the government.  Sudan’s government watched their border, and the Ethiopian government was also watching, so to escape we had to travel at nighttime. We had to stay in the river in the daytime because it was hot, more than 100 degrees and you could die. So we always stayed in the river during daytime. At Nighttime we walked. It was a very tough challenge. 
Then the United States sent a refugee program. I found that…I met my husband in that refugee camp. First, I never had any dream to come to the United States. My dream was to go back to my home. You know, to go back to my family, to go back to my country, continue my education. But the Ethiopian government was getting hard, hard to move - you know, Communist. 
Abraham is a gift for me, you know. Everybody has children, you know. Always those children, they going to go… They’re going to be doctored. They are going have this, this, this. But Abraham, I know he’s not going to do that, but still he’s my son. I love him. He makes me happy. He was a normal child, very strong but after 18 months, we noticed something. He was starting to talk and then stopped. Then he was evaluated by county doctors and a psychologist. All of them checked, and they told me his autism tendencies were a developmental disability.  
I decided that day I am going to do whatever I can do for my son to improve his life. It was a mixed feeling. One, it is bad this happened and, you know, shock. But still there is opportunity to improve his life. We don’t want to hear this kind of bad thing….but immediately I sensed something happy too. I said, “My son was born in the United States!”
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Valerie Meadows-Suber: 
This is Valerie Meadows-Suber, Public Information Director with 
the Georgia Council on Developmental Disabilities, GCDD. You have been listening to a GCDD Real People Close-Up, a collaboration with the Georgia Council on Developmental Disabilities, StoryCorps, and The Georgia Radio Reading Service, GaRRS. For information about Real People Close-Ups, please e-mail vmsuber@dhr.state.ga.us.
