PUBLIC POLICY FOR THE PEOPLE

A TRIBUTE TO

Dawn Alford
In July, the Georgia Council on
Developmental Disabilities (GCDD)
unexpectedly said goodbye to an
amazing, hard-working advocate
for people with developmental
disabilities.
Elizabeth Dawn Alford (known to her
friends, family and colleagues as “Dawn”),
GCDD’s Public Policy Director, left a
legacy on disability rights and established
strong long-lasting relationships with
legislators and people across the state.
We heard from a lot of you – all over
Georgia – who shared their memories and
thoughts with us. GCDD wanted to honor
Dawn and the impact that she made on
agency leaders, legislators and families.

When Dawn was born and diagnosed with muscular
dystrophy, her life expectancy was about 10 years. She was
the MD poster child in 1984, met President Reagan and
graduated as valedictorian from Temple High School and
magna cum laude from Georgia Tech in chemical engineering.
The Tech fight song was played at the end of her services
as her heartbroken parents left their pews. She was a star
everywhere she went, admired by all and fiercely determined
to succeed on behalf of others.
[Advocates at the Capitol] do not always enjoy a positive
image from the public, but Dawn made us all better people
by her presence and advocacy ... It is impossible to state how
much she will be missed, and we all feel the painful gap from
her absence in the work world of politics. May you rest in
peace, Dawn, and thank you for your service.

– Representative Mary Margaret Oliver, Georgia District 82
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We were saddened to hear this
news! She was a great advocate and
one of the first folks I met when I
moved here who literally helped
me understand "the ropes." Our
condolences to GCDD and her family.
– David T. Wilber, Executive Director,
Diversified Enterprises

Dawn was not only a subscriber of Georgia Lobby,
but she was a friend that both Brooke Oakley and
I enjoyed interacting with daily during session.
Dawn worked hard with a heart for GCDD. Always
a smile on her face and ready for the business of
championing the cry of those with disabilities.
Both Brooke and I will sorely miss her this coming
session and we already do miss her now.
– Pamela Adams and the Georgia Lobby Team

She will be missed but
will be remembered as
a champion for all those
experiencing disability and
for her dedication to her
advocacy work.
– Beate Sass, photographer
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