Georgia Council on Developmental Disabilities
April 15 – 16, 2021
M I N U T E S
Present:  Jeff Allen, Lori Campbell, Mark Crenshaw, Wesley Ford, Rena Harris, Teresa Heard, Debbie Hibben, Nandi Issac, Dana Lloyd, Lisa Newbern, Evan Nodvin, Nick Perry, Debbie Reagin.  Zo Stoneman
Staff:  Kate Brady, Starr Brunner, Lisa Eaves, Eric Foss. Eric Jacobson, Hillary Hibben, Kim Hudson. Alyssa Miller, Charlie Miller, Maria Pinkelton
Guest:  Sumaya Karimi
1. Welcome: 			Nick Perry, GCDD Chair
Announcements:
Lisa Newbern to serve as parliamentarian.
Next meeting is July 15-16; in person (if COVID-19 vaccinated) and virtual attendance opportunities.
Still no member-approved travel at this time; most national meetings remain virtual Quarterly Making a Difference magazine is live on the GCDD website Interview with GCDD member Nandi Isaac.
Advocacy celebration at 6:30 pm tonight
2. Executive Director Report: 	Eric Jacobson
COVID
GCDD is working to ensure people who have disabilities have access to the COVID-19 vaccine. Examples: FAQ on DPH website, connection with Walgreen’s, increased funding (e.g., CDC to ACL to Network Funding, $120,000 for GCDD; total for Georgia is more than $1.3 million More information available here.
Restorative Justice
A moderated session provided opportunity for staff to express concerns. Eric has now met individually with most staff members to discuss those concerns.
Three staff members will be trained to be restorative procedures facilitators.
GCDD Chair Nick Perry asked staff to give feedback on the program; four staff members did so (Kim, Hilary, Kate and Lisa).
Financial
Gabby Melnick resigned. This leaves two open positions in the finance office.
Other
Reminder to meeting attendees to watch 6,000 Waiting; GCDD is planning more event showings.
The Executive Committee approved funding for GCDD to become more accessible; RFA to be posted soon to ensure GCDD products are accessible to all. Last Week Tonight with John Oliver: Long-Term Care
3. Membership Report: 	Debbie Hibben, Committee Chair
Four GCDD members met twice to review membership applications. Five names will be sent to the Governor’s Office. Thanks to Ruby Moore, Wesley Ford and Rena Harris for serving on the committee.
4. State and Federal Legislative Update: 	Alyssa Miller, Charlie Miller (state) and Erin Shea (federal)
Primary legislative focus: Senate Bill 202 - Voting Omnibus
Other legislative issues: House Bills 128 (Gracie’s Law; awaiting Governor’s signature), 290 and 43; House Resolution 372 (related to Employment First); and Senate Bills 208, 80 and 47.  Attached are the Power Point presentations.
5. NOW and COMP Waivers Update: 		Lori Campbell
COMP renewal process began in March 2021. Existing waiver structure will continue until renewal is approved.
NOW renewal begins in early 2022.
6. Strategic Planning: 		McKenzie Wren
GCDD members and staff discussed and edited each goal and objective. The four goal categories are:
1. Systems Change (which also encompasses coalition building)
2. Self-Advocacy
3. Targeted Disparity and Diversity
4. Effective and Efficient Organization
Nandi Isaac introduced the motion to approve the goals and objectives, Evan Nodvin seconded, and GCDD members unanimously approved.
7. Consent Agenda: Nick Perry
Evan Nodvin introduced the motion to approve the Consent Agenda (January meeting minutes, program report, financial report), Nandi Isaac seconded, and GCDD members unanimously approved.
8. Adjourn
Nandi Isaac introduced the motion to adjourn, Evan Nodvin seconded, and GCDD members unanimously approved.
Submitted by Lisa Newbern, 4/16/21

